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CHAPTER V 

FROM THE DECLARATION OF WAR BY AUSTRIA ON SERVIA (JULY 28, 1914) 
TO THE GERMAN ULTIMATUM TO RUSSIA (jDLY 31, 1914) 

NO. 84. 

M . Barrere, French Ambassador at Rome, to M. Bienvenu-Martin, Acting 
Minister for Foreign Affairs 

Rome, July 29, 1914. 
The Consulta considers that, in spite of the declaration of war by 
Austria on Servia, there is no reason why the diplomatic efforts for 
calling together a conference in London with a view to mediation should 
be interrupted. 

Barrere. 



No. 85. 



M. Bienvenu-Martin, Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs, to St. Peters- 
burgh, London, Berlin, Rome, Vienna, Constantinople, Belgrade 

Paris, July 29, 1914. 
The Austro-German attitude is becoming clearer. Austria, uneasy 
concerning the Slav propaganda, has seized the opportunity of the crime 
of Serajevo in order to punish the Servian intrigues, and to obtain in 
this quarter guarantees which, according as events are allowed to de- 
velop or not, will either affect only the Servian Government and army, 
or become territorial questions. Germany intervenes between her ally 
and the other Powers and declares that the question is a local one, 
namely, the punishment of a political crime committed in the past, 
and for the future sure guarantees that the anti-Austrian intrigues will 
be put an end to. The German Government thinks that Russia should 
be content with the official and formal assurances given by Austria, to 
the effect that she does not seek territorial aggrandizement and that 
she will respect the integrity of Servia; in these circumstances the danger 
of war can only come from Russia, if she seeks to intervene in a question 
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which is well defined. In these circumstances any action for the main- 
tenance of peace must therefore take place at St. Petersburgh alone. 

This sophism, which would relieve Germany from intervening at 
Vienna, has been maintained unsuccessfully at Paris by Herr von 
Schoen, who has vainly endeavored to draw us into identical Franco- 
German action at St. Petersburgh; it has been also expounded in London 
to Sir E. Grey. In France, as in England, a reply was given that the 
St. Petersburgh Cabinet have, from the beginning, given the greatest 
proofs of their moderation, especially by associating themselves with 
the Powers in advising Servia to yield to the requirements of the Aus- 
trian note. Russia does not therefore in any way threaten peace; it 
is at Vienna that action must be taken; it is from there that the danger 
will come, from the moment that they refuse to be content with the 
almost complete submission of Servia to exorbitant demands; that they 
refuse to accept the co-operation of the Powers in the discussion of the 
points which remain to be arranged between Austria and Servia; and, 
finally, that they do not hesitate to make a declaration of war as pre- 
cipitate as the original Austro-Hungarian note. 

The attitude at Berlin, as at Vienna, is still dilatory. In the former 
capital, while protesting that the Germans desire to safeguard general 
peace by common action between the four Powers, the idea of a con- 
ference is rejected without any other expedient being suggested, and 
while they refuse to take any positive action at Vienna. In the Austrian 
capital they would like to keep St. Petersburgh in play with the illu- 
sion of an entente which might result from direct conversations, while 
they are taking action against Servia. 

In these circumstances it seems essential that the St. Petersburgh 
Cabinet, whose desire to unravel this crisis peacefully is manifest, 
should immediately give their adherence to the English proposal. This 
proposal must be strongly supported at Berlin in order to decide Herr 
von Jagow to take real action at Vienna capable of stopping Austria 
and preventing her from supplementing her diplomatic advantage by 
military successes. The Austro-Hungarian Government would, indeed, 
not be slow to take advantage of it in order to impose on Servia, under 
the elastic expression of "guarantees," conditions which, in spite of all 
assurances that no territorial aggrandizement was being sought, would 
in effect modify the status of Eastern Europe, and would run the risk 
of gravely compromising the general peace either at once or in the near 
future. Bienvenu-Martin. 
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No. 86. 

M. PalSologue, French Ambassador at St. Petersburgh, to M. Bienvenu- 
Martin, Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs 

St. Petersburgh, July 29, 1914. 
I am now in a position to assure your excellency that the Russian 
Government will acquiesce in any measures which France and England 
may propose in order to maintain peace. My English colleague is 
telegraphing to London to the same effect. Paleologue. 



No. 87. 

M . Klobukowski, French Minister at Brussels, to M. Bienvenu-Martin, 
Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs 

Brussels, July 29, 1914- 
I report the following impressions of my interview with M. Davignon 
and with several persons in a position to have exact information. The 
attitude of Germany is enigmatical and justifies every apprehension; 
it seems improbable that the Austro-Hungarian Government would 
have taken an initiative which would lead, according to a pre-conceived 
plan, to a declaration of war, without previous arrangement with the 
Emperor William. 

The German Government stand "with grounded arms" ready to 
take peaceful or warlike action as circumstances may require, but there 
is so much anxiety everywhere that a sudden intervention against us 
would not surprise anybody here. My Russian and English colleagues 
share this feeling. 

The Belgian Government are taking steps which harmonize with 
the statement made to me yesterday by M. Davignon that everything 
will be put in readiness for the defence of the neutrality of the country. 

Klobukowski. 



No. 88. 

M. Ronssin, French Consul-General at Frankfort, to M. Bienvenu-Martin, 
Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs 

Frankfort, July 29, 1914- 
I notify you of important movements of troops yesterday and to- 
night. This morning several regiments in service dress arrived here, 



236 THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OP INTERNATIONAL LAW 

especially by the roads from Darmstadt, Cassel, and Mayence, which 
are full of soldiers. The bridges and railways are guarded under the 
pretext of preparations for the autumn manoeuvres. 

Ronssin. 



No. 89. 

M. Allize, French Minister at Munich, to M. Bienvenu-Martin, Acting 
Minister for Foreign Affairs 

Munich, July 29, 1914. 

I am informed that the mills at Illkirch (Alsace-Lorraine) have been 
asked to stop delivery to their ordinary clients and to keep all their 
output for the army. 

From Strassburg information has been received of the transport of 
motor guns used for firing on aeroplanes and dirigibles. 

Under the pretext of a change in the autumn manoeuvres the non- 
commissioned officers and men of the Bavarian infantry regiments at 
Metz, who were on leave in Bavaria for the harvest, received orders 
yesterday to return immediately. 

Allize. 



No. 90. 

M. Dumaine, French Ambassador at Vienna, to M. Bienvenu-Martin, 
Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs 

Vienna, July 29, 1914. 

The French Consul at Prague confirms the mobilization of the 8th 
army corps which had already been announced, and that of the Land- 
wehr division of this army corps. The cavalry divisions in Galicia are 
also mobilizing; regiments and cavalry divisions from Vienna and Buda- 
pest have already been transported to the Russian frontier. Reservists 
are now being called together in this district. 

There is a rumor that the Austro-Hungarian Government, in order 
to be in a position to meet any danger, and perhaps in order to impress 
St. Petersburgh, intend to decide on a general mobilization of their 
forces on the 30th July, or the 1st August. To conclude, it is certain 
the Emperor will return from Ischl to Vienna to-morrow. 

Dumaine. 



OFFICIAL DOCUMENTS 237 

No. 91. 

M. PaUologue, French Ambassador at St. Petersburgh, to M. Bienvenu- 
Martin, Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs 

St. Petersburgh, July 29, 1914. 

The direct conversation, to which the Russian Government had in- 
vited the Austro-Hungarian Government in a friendly spirit, has been 
refused by the latter. 

On the other hand, the Russian General Staff have satisfied them- 
selves that Austria is hurrying on her military preparations against 
Russia, and is pressing forward the mobilization which has begun on 
the Galician frontier. As a result the order to mobilize will be despatched 
to-night to thirteen army corps, which are destined to operate eventually 
against Austria. 

In spite of the failure of his proposal, M. Sazonof accepts the idea of 
a conference of the four Powers in London; further, he does not attach 
any importance to the title officially given to the discussions, and will 
support all English efforts in favor of peace. 

Paleologue. 



No. 92. 



M. Jules Camhon, French Ambassador at Berlin, to M. Bienvenu-Martin, 
Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs 

Berlin, July 29, 1914. 

I asked the Secretary of State to-day how the question of direct con- 
versations between Vienna and St. Petersburgh, which seemed to him 
yesterday the best means of arriving at a detente, stood. He answered 
that at St. Petersburgh they seemed well disposed towards them and 
that he had asked Vienna to take this course. He was awaiting the 
reply. The British Government, after seeing the suggestion of a con- 
ference rejected, had let it be known that they would view with favor 
the inception of such conversations between Austria and Russia, and 
had asked Germany to urge Austria, which the Imperial Government 
are not failing to do. 

I asked Herr von Jagow if he had at last received the Servian reply 
to Austria and what he thought of it. He replied that he saw in it a 
basis for possible negotiation. I added that it was just on that account 
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that I considered the rupture by Austria, after she had received such a 
document, inexplicable. 

The Secretary of State then remarked that with Eastern nations one 
could never obtain sufficient guarantees, and that Austria wished to 
be able to supervise the carrying out of promises made to her, a super- 
vision which Servia refused. This, in the eyes of the Secretary of State, 
is the cardinal point. I answered Herr von Jagow that Servia, as she 
wished to remain independent, was bound to reject the control of a 
single Power, but that an international commission would not have the 
same character. The Balkan States have more than one, for instance 
the Financial Commission at Athens. One could imagine, I said, for 
instance, among other combinations, a Provisional International Com- 
mission, charged with the duty of controlling the police inquiry de- 
manded by Austria; it was clear, by this instance, that the reply of 
Servia opened the door to conversations and did not justify a rupture. 

I then asked the Secretary of State if, leaving aside direct conversa- 
tions between Vienna and St. Petersburgh to which Sir E. Grey had 
given his adherence, he did not think that common action could be ex- 
ercised by the four Powers by means of their Ambassadors. He an- 
swered in the affirmative, adding that at this moment the London 
Cabinet were confining themselves to exercising their influence in sup- 
port of direct conversations. 

At the end of the afternoon the Imperial Chancellor asked the British 
Ambassador to come and see him. He spoke to him of the proposal of 
Sir E. Grey for the meeting of a conference; he told him that he had not 
been able to accept a proposal which seemed to impose the authority 
of the Powers on Austria; he assured my colleague of his sincere desire 
for peace and of the efforts he was making to that effect at Vienna, but 
he added that Russia was alone able to maintain peace or let loose war. 

Sir E. Goschen answered that he did not agree, and that if war broke 
out Austria would be chiefly responsible, for it was inadmissible for 
her to have broken with Servia after the reply of the latter. 

Without discussing this point, the Chancellor said that he was try- 
ing his utmost to obtain direct conversations between Austria and 
Russia; he knew that England looked on such conversations with a 
favorable eye. He added that his own action would be rendered very 
difficult at Vienna, if it were true that Russia had mobilized fourteen 
army corps on the Austrian frontier. He asked my colleague to call 
Sir E. Grey's attention to what he had said. 
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Sir E. Goschen has telegraphed to London to this effect. 

The attitude of the Chancellor is very probably the result of the last 
interview of Sir E. Grey with Prince Lichnowsky. Up to quite the last 
days they flattered themselves here that England would remain out of 
the question, and the impression produced on the German Government 
and on the financiers and business men by her attitude is profound. 

Jules Cambon. 



No. 93. 



M. Dumaine, French Ambassador at Vienna, to M. Bienvenu-Martin, 
Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs 

Vienna, July 29, 1914. 

The opinion of my British, Russian and Italian colleagues agrees with 
mine concerning the impossibility of preventing the outbreak of hos- 
tilities between Austria and Servia, since all attempts to avoid the colli- 
sion have failed. 

M. Schebeko had asked that the negotiations begun at St. Peters- 
burgh by MM. Sazonof and Szapary should be continued and made more 
effective by special powers being conferred on the latter, but Count 
Berchtold has flatly refused. He showed in this way that Austria- 
Hungary does not tolerate any intervention which would prevent her 
from inflicting punishment and humiliation on Servia. 

The Duke of Avarna admits that it is very probable that the im- 
minence of a general insurrection among the Southern Slav inhabitants 
precipitated the resolutions of the Monarchy. He still clings to the 
hope that, after a first success of the Austro-Hungarian arms, but not 
before this, mediation might be able to limit the conflict. 

Dumaine. 



No. 94. 



M. Bienvenu-Martin, Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs, to London, 
Berlin, St. Petersburgh, Rome, Vienna, Constantinople, Belgrade 

Paris, July 29, 1914. 
The following communication was semi-officially made to me this 
morning by the German Ambassador : 
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"The German Government are still continuing their efforts to obtain 
the consent of the Austrian Government to a friendly conversation 
which would give the latter an opportunity of stating exactly the object 
and extent of the operations in Servia. The Berlin Cabinet hope to 
receive declarations which will be of a kind to satisfy Russia. The 
German efforts are in no way impeded by the declaration of war which 
has occurred." A similar communication will be made at St. Peters- 
burgh. 

During the course of a conversation which I had this morning with 
Baron Von Schoen, the latter stated to me that the German Govern- 
ment did not know what the intentions of Vienna were. When Berlin 
knows how far Austria wishes to go, there will be a basis of discussion 
which will make conversations with a view to intervention easier. 

When I observed that the military operations which had been begun 
would not perhaps allow any time for conversation, and that the Ger- 
man Government ought to use their influence at Vienna to delay them, 
the Ambassador answered that Berlin could not exercise any pressure, 
but that he hoped that the operations would not be pushed forward 
very actively. 

Bienvenu-Martin. 



No. 95. 



M. Bienvenu-Martin, Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs, to London, 
Berlin, St. Petersburgh, Vienna, Constantinople, Rome, Belgrade 

Paris, July 29, 1914. 
M. Isvolsky came to me by order of his Government to communicate 
a telegram addressed by M. Sazonof to Berlin. It appears from this 
information that, in consequence of the declaration of war by Austria- 
Hungary on Servia, the measures of mobilization already taken with 
regard to the largest part of the Austro-Hungarian army, and finally 
the refusal of Count Berchtold to continue negotiations between Vienna 
and St. Petersburgh, Russia had decided to mobilize in the provinces 
of Odessa, Kieff, Moscow and Kazan. While informing the German 
Government to this effect, the Russian Ambassador at Berlin was in- 
instructed to add that these military precautions were not in any way 
directed against Germany, and also did not imply aggressive measures 
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against Austria-Hungary; furthermore the Russian Ambassador at 
Vienna had not been recalled. 

The Russian Ambassador also gave me the substance of two tele- 
grams addressed to London by M. Sazonof: the first, after pointing 
out that the declaration of war on Servia put an end to the conversa- 
tions of the Russian Minister with the Austrian Ambassador, asked 
England to exercise her influence, as quickly as possible, with a view 
to mediation and to the immediate cessation of Austrian military 
operations (the continuation of which gave Austria time to crush Servia 
while mediation was dragging on); the second communicated the im- 
pression received by M. Sazonof from his conversations with the German 
Ambassador that Germany favors Austria's uncompromising attitude 
and is not exercising any influence on her. The Russian Minister 
thinks that the attitude of Germany is very disquieting, and considers 
that England is in a better position than the other Powers to take 
steps at Berlin with a view to exercising pressure on Vienna. 

Bienvenu-Mabtin. 



No. 96. 



M. Barrere, French Ambassador at Rome, to M. Bienvenu-Martin, Acting 
Minister for Foreign Affairs 

Rome, July 29, 1914. 

The Minister for Foreign Affairs has been officially informed by the 
Russian Ambassador that his government, in consequence of the dec- 
laration of war by Austria on Servia and of the measures of mobiliza- 
tion which were from this moment being taken by Austria, had given 
the order to mobilize in the districts of Kieff, Odessa, Moscow and 
Kazan. He added that this step had no aggressive character against 
Germany, and that the Russian Ambassador at Vienna had not been 
recalled. 

In speaking of this communication the Marquis di San Giuliano told 
me that unfortunately throughout this affair Austria and Germany 
had been, and were still, convinced that Russia would not move. In 
this connection he read to me a despatch from M. Bollati reporting 
an interview which he had had yesterday with Herr von Jagow, in 
which the latter had again repeated to him that he did not think that 
Russia would move. He based this belief on the fact that the Russian 
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Government had just sent an agent to Berlin to treat about some 
financial questions. The Austrian Ambassador at Berlin also told his 
English colleague that he did not believe in a general war, since Russia 
was not in the mood or in the condition to make war. 

The Marquis di San Giuliano does not share this opinion. He thinks 
that if Austria contents herself with humiliating Servia and with ex- 
acting, besides the acceptance of the note, some material advantages 
which do not involve her territory, Russia can still find some means of 
coming to an agreement with her. But if Austria wishes either to dis- 
member Servia or to destroy her as an independent state, he thinks 
that it would be impossible for Russia not to intervene by military 
measures. 

In spite of the extreme gravity of the situation, the Minister, for 
Foreign Affairs does not seem to me to despair of the possibility of an 
agreement. He thinks that England can still exercise a great deal of 
influence in Berlin in the direction of peace. He had yesterday, he 
told me, a long conversation with the British Ambassador, Sir R. Rodd, 
in order to show him to what extent English intervention might be 
effective. He said to me in conclusion, "If your government are of the 
same opinion, they could on their side make representations to this 
effect in London." Bakkeee. 



No. 97. 



M. Rene" Viviani, President of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
to M. Paul Canibon, French Ambassador at London 

Paris, July 29, 1914. 

I should be obliged if you would ask Sir E. Grey to be good enough 
to renew as soon as possible at Berlin, in the form which he may con- 
sider most opportune and effective, his proposal of mediation by the 
four Powers, which had in principle obtained the adherence of the Ger- 
man Government. 

The Russian Government on their side will have expressed the same 
desire directly to the British Government; the declaration of war by 
Austria on Servia, her sending of troops to the Austro-Russian frontier, 
the consequent Russian mobilization on the Galician frontier have in 
fact put an end to the direct Austro-Russian conversations. 
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The explanations which the German Government are going to ask 
for at Vienna, in accordance with the statement of Baron von Schoen 
which I have reported to you, in order to learn the intention of the 
Austrian government, will allow the four Powers to exercise effective 
action between Vienna and St. Petersburgh for the maintenance of 
peace. 

I would ask you also to point out to the English Secretary of State 
how important it would be for him to obtain from the Italian Gov- 
ernment the most whole-hearted continuance of their support in co- 
operating in the action of the four Powers in favor of peace. 

Rene Viviani. 



No. 98. 



M . Paul Cambon, French Ambassador at London, to M. Bienvenu-Martin, 
Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs 

London, July 29, 1914- 
In his interview to-day with my German colleague, Sir E. Grey ob- 
served that, the overtures of M. Sazonof for direct conversations be- 
tween Russia and Austria not having been accepted at Vienna, it would 
be well to return to his proposal of friendly intervention by the four 
Powers which are not directly interested. This suggestion has been 
accepted in principle by the German Government, but they have ob- 
jected to the idea of a conference or of mediation. The Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs has invited Prince Lichnowsky to ask his 
government that they should themselves propose a new formula. What- 
ever it may be, if it admits of the maintenance of peace, it will be 
accepted by England, France and Italy. 

The German Ambassador was to have forwarded Sir E. Grey's re- 
quest to Berlin immediately. In giving me an account of this conver- 
sation, the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs added that Germany's 
reply to this communication and to that of Russia concerning the 
mobilization of four army corps on the Austrian frontier would allow 
us to realize the intentions of the German Government. My German 
colleague having asked Sir E. Grey what the intentions of the British 
Government were, the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs replied 
that he had nothing to state for the present. 
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Sir E. Grey did not disguise the fact that he found the situation very 
grave and that he had little hope of a peaceful solution. 

Paul Cambon. 



No. 99. 



M. Boppe, French Minister at Belgrade, to M. Bienvenu-Martin, Acting 
Minister for Foreign Affairs 

Belgrade, July 29, 1914. 

The Crown Prince, as soon as the Austro-Hungarian ultimatum was 
received, telegraphed to the Tsar to ask his help. My Russian colleague 
tells me that he has just communicated to M. Pashitch His Majesty's 
reply. 

The Tsar thanks the Prince for having turned to him at so critical 
a juncture; he declares that everything has been done to arrive at a 
peaceful solution of the dispute, and formally assures the Prince that, 
if this object cannot be attained, Russia will never cease to interest 
herself in the fate of Servia. 

Boppe. 



No. 100. 

M. Paleologue, French Ambassador at St. Petersburgh, to M. Bienvenu- 
Martin, Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs 

St. Petersburgh, July 29, 1914. 

The German Ambassador came to tell M. Sazonof that if Russia does 
not stop her military preparations the German army will receive the 
order to mobilize. 

M. Sazonof replied that the Russian preparations have been caused, 
on the one hand, by the obstinate and uncompromising attitude of 
Austria, and on the other hand by the fact that eight Austro-Hungarian 
army corps are already mobilized. 

The tone in which Count Pourtalds delivered this communication 
has decided the Russian Government this very night to order the 
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mobilization of the thirteen army corps which are to operate against 
Austria. 

Paleologue. 



No. 101. 



M . Ren6 Viviani, President of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
to the French Ambassadors at St. Petersburgh and London 

Paris, July SO, 1914. 

M. Isvolsky came to-night to tell me that the German Ambassador 
has notified M. Sazonof of the decision of his government to mobilize 
the army if Russia does not cease her military preparations. 

The Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Tsar points out that these 
preparations were only commenced after Austria had mobilized eight 
army corps and had refused to arrange peacefully her differences with 
Servia. M. Sazonof declares that in these circumstances Russia can 
only expedite her arming and consider war as imminent, that she counts 
on the help of France as an ally, and that she considers it desirable 
that England should join Russia and France without loss of time. 

France is resolved to fulfill all the obligations of her alliance. 

She will not neglect, however, any effort towards a solution of the 
conflict in the interests of universal peace. The conversation entered 
into between the Powers which are less directly interested still allows 
of the hope that peace may be preserved; I therefore think it would be 
well that, in taking any precautionary measures of defence which 
Russia thinks must go on, she should not immediately take any step 
which may offer to Germany a pretext for a total or partial mobiliza- 
tion of her forces. 

Yesterday in the late afternoon the German Ambassador came and 
spoke to me of the military measures which the Government of the 
Republic were taking, adding that France was able to act in this way, 
but that in Germany preparations could not be secret and that French 
opinion should not be alarmed if Germany decided on them. 

I answered that the French Government had not taken any step 
which could give their neighbors any cause for disquietude, and that 
their wish to lend themselves to any negotiations for the purpose of 
maintaining peace could not be doubted. 

Rene Viviani. 
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No. 102. 

M. Paleologue, French Ambassador at St. Petersburgh, to M. Rene Viviani, 
President of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs 

St. Petersburgh, July 30, 1914. 

M. Sazonof, to whom I communicated your desire that every military 
measure that could offer Germany the pretext for general mobilization 
should be avoided, answered that in the course of last night the General 
Staff had suspended all measures of military precaution so that there 
should be no misunderstanding. Yesterday the Chief of the Russian 
General Staff sent for the Military Attache" of the German Embassy 
and gave him his word of honor that the mobilization ordered this 
morning was exclusively directed against Austria. 

Nevertheless, in an interview which he had this afternoon with 
Count Pourtal^s, M. Sazonof was forced to the conclusion that Germany 
does not wish to pronounce at Vienna the decisive word which would 
safeguard peace. The Emperor Nicholas has received the same im- 
pression from an exchange of telegrams which he has just had personally 
with the Emperor William. 

Moreover, the Russian General Staff and Admiralty have received 
disquieting information concerning the preparations of the German 
army and navy. 

In giving me this information M. Sazonof added that the Russian 
Government are continuing none the less their efforts towards concilia- 
tion. He repeated to me: "I shall continue to negotiate until the last 
moment." 

Paleologue. 



No. 103. 

M . Paleologue, French Ambassador at St. Petersburgh, to M. Rene Viviani, 
President of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs 

St. Petersburgh, July 80, 1914. 

The German Ambassador came to-night and again urged on M. Sa- 
zonof, but in less categorical terms, that Russia should cease her military 
preparations, and affirmed that Austria would not infringe the territorial 
integrity of Servia: 

" It is not only the territorial integrity of Servia which we must safe- 
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guard," answered M. Sazonof, "but also her independence and her 
sovereignty. We cannot allow Servia to become a vassal of Austria." 
M. Sazonof added: 

The situation is too serious for me not to tell you all that is in my mind. By inter- 
vening at St. Petersburgh while she refuses to intervene at Vienna, Germany is 
only seeking to gain time so as to allow Austria to crush the little Servian kingdom 
before Russia can come to its aid. But the Emperor Nicholas is so anxious to prevent 
war that I am going to make a new proposal to you in his name: 

If Austria, recognizing that her dispute with Servia has assumed the character 
of a question of European interest, declares herself ready to eliminate from her 
ultimatum the clauses which are damaging to the sovereignty of Servia, Russia 
undertakes to stop all military preparations. 

Count Pourtales promised to support this proposal with his Govern- 
ment. 

In the mind of M. Sazonof, the acceptance of this proposal by Austria 
would have, as a logical corollary, the opening of a discussion by the 
Powers in London. 

The Russian Government again show by their attitude that they are 
neglecting nothing in order to stop the conflict. 

Paleologue. 



No. 104. 

M. Dumaine, French Ambassador at Vienna, to M. Rent Viviani, Minis- 
ter for Foreign Affairs 

Vienna, July SO, 1914. 

In spite of the communication made yesterday by the Russian Am- 
bassador to several of his colleagues, among them the German Ambassa- 
dor, with reference to the partial mobilization in his country, the Vienna 
press refrained from publishing the news. This enforced silence has 
just been explained at an interview of great importance between M. 
Schebeko and Count Berchtold, who examined at length the present 
formidable difficulties with equal readiness to apply to them mutually 
acceptable solutions. 

M. Schebeko explained that the only object of the military prepara- 
tions on the Russian side was to reply to those made by Austria, and 
to indicate the intention and the right of the Tsar to formulate his 
views on the settlement of the Servian question. The steps towards 
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mobilization taken in Galicia, answered Count Berchtold, have no 
aggressive intention and are only directed towards maintaining the 
situation as it stands. On both sides endeavors will be made to prevent 
these measures from being interpreted as signs of hostility. 

With a view to settling the Austro-Servian dispute it was agreed that 
pourparlers should be resumed at St. Petersburgh between M. Sazonof 
and Count Szapary; they had only been interrupted owing to a mis- 
understanding, as Count Berchtold thought that the Russian Minister 
for Foreign Affairs claimed that the Austrian representative should be 
given powers which would allow him to modify the terms of the Aus- 
trian ultimatum. Count Szapary will only be authorized to discuss 
what settlement would be compatible with the dignity and prestige for 
which both empires had equal concern. 

It would therefore for the moment be in this direct form, and only 
between the two most interested Powers, that the discussion which 
Sir Edward Grey proposed to entrust to the four Powers not directly 
interested would take place. 

Sir M. de Bunsen, who was with me, at once declared to M. Schebeko 
that the Foreign Office would entirely approve of this new procedure. 
Repeating the statement he made at the Ballplatz, the Russian Am- 
bassador stated that his government would take a much broader view 
than was generally supposed of the demands of the Monarchy; M. Sche- 
beko did everything to convince Count Berchtold of the sincerity of 
Russia's desire to arrive at an agreement which would be acceptable 
to the two empires. 

The interview was carried on in a friendly tone and gave reason for 
thinking that all chances of localizing the dispute were not lost, when 
the news of the German mobilization arrived at Vienna. 

Dumaine. 



No. 105. 

M. Jules Cambon, French Ambassador at Berlin, to M. Rene" Viviani, 
President of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs 

Berlin, July SO, 1914. 
Herr von Jagow telephoned to me at 2 o'clock that the news of the 
German mobilization which had spread an hour before was false, and 
asked me to inform you of this urgently; the Imperial Government is 
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confiscating the extra edition of the papers which announced it. But 
neither this communication nor these steps diminish my apprehension 
with regard to the plans of Germany. 

It seems certain that the Extraordinary Council held yesterday 
evening at Potsdam with the military authorities under the presidency 
of the Emperor decided on mobilization, and this explains the prepara- 
tion of the special edition of the Lokal Anzeiger, but that from various 
causes (the declaration of England that she reserved her entire liberty 
of action, the exchange of telegrams between the Tsar and William II) 
the serious measures which had been decided upon were suspended. 

One of the Ambassadors with whom I have very close relations saw 
Herr von Zimmermann at 2 o'clock. According to the Under-Secretary 
of State the military authorities are very anxious that mobilization 
should be ordered, because every delay makes Germany lose some of 
her advantages. Nevertheless up to the present the haste of the General 
Staff, which sees war in mobilization, had been successfully prevented. 
In any case mobilization may be decided upon at any moment. I do 
not know who has issued in the Lokal Anzeiger, a paper which is usually 
semi-official, premature news calculated to cause excitement in France. 

Further, I have the strongest reasons to believe that all the measures 
for mobilization which can be taken before the publication of the general 
order of mobilization have already been taken here, and that they are 
anxious here to make us publish our mobilization first in order to attrib- 
ute the responsibility to us. 

Jules Cambon. 



No. 106. 



M . Rene" Viviani, President of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
to M. Paid Cambon, French Ambassador at London 

Paris, July 80, 1914. 

Please inform Sir E. Grey of the following facts concerning French 
and German military preparations. England will see from this that if 
France is resolved, it is not she who is taking aggressive steps. 

You will direct the attention of Sir E. Grey to the decision taken 
by the Council of Ministers this morning; although Germany has made 
her covering dispositions a few hundred metres from the frontier along 
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the whole front from Luxemburg to the Vosges, and has transported 
her covering troops to their war positions, we have kept our troops 
ten kilometres from the frontier and forbidden them to approach 
nearer. 

Our plan, conceived in the spirit of the offensive, provided, however, 
that the fighting positions of our covering troops should be as near to 
the frontier as possible. By leaving a strip of territory undefended 
against sudden aggression of the enemy, the Government of the Re- 
public hopes to prove that France does not bear, any more than Russia, 
the responsibility for the attack. 

In order to be convinced of this it is sufficient to compare the steps 
taken on the two sides of our frontier; in France, soldiers who were on 
leave were not recalled until we were certain that Germany had done 
so five days before. 

In Germany, not only have the garrison troops of Metz been pushed 
up to the frontier, but they have been reinforced by units transported 
by train from garrisons of the interior such as Treves or Cologne; 
nothing like this has been done in France. 

The arming of positions on the frontier (clearing of trees, placing of 
armament, construction of batteries and protection of railway junc- 
tions) was begun in Germany on Saturday, the 25th; with us it is going 
to be begun, for France can no longer refrain from taking similar 
measures. 

The railway stations were occupied by the military in Germany on 
Saturday, the 25th; in France on Tuesday, the 28th. 

Finally, in Germany the reservists by tens of thousands have been 
recalled by individual summons, those living abroad (the classes of 
1903 to 1911) have been recalled, the officers of reserve have been 
summoned; in the interior the roads are closed, motor-cars only circu- 
late with permits. It is the last stage before mobilization. None of 
these measures have been taken in France. 

The German army has its outposts on our frontier; on two occasions 
yesterday German patrols penetrated our territory. The whole 16th 
army corps from Metz, reinforced by part of the 8th from Treves and 
Cologne, occupies the frontier from Metz to Luxemburg; the 15th 
army corps from Strassburg is massed on the frontier. 

Under penalty of being shot, the inhabitants of the annexed parts of 
Alsace-Lorraine are forbidden to cross the frontier. 

Rene Viviani. 
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No. 107. 

M. Jules Cambon, French Ambassador at Berlin, to M. Bene Viviani, 
President of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs 

Berlin, July 30, 1914. 

The British Ambassador has not been informed of Germany's reply 
to Sir E. Grey's request. He told me that Berlin had consulted Vienna 
and was still waiting to hear from her ally. 

My Russian colleague has just told me that Herr von Jagow (to 
whom Count Pourtales had communicated the conciliatory formula 
suggested by M. Sazonof for an Austro-Russian understanding) had 
just told him that he found this proposal unacceptable to Austria, 
thus showing the negative action of German diplomacy at Vienna. 

Jules Cambon. 



No. 108. 

M. Paul Cambon, French Ambassador at London, to M. Rene Viviani, 
President of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs 

London, July 30, 1914- 
Prince Lichnowsky has not brought any reply to the request addressed 
to him by Sir E. Grey yesterday to obtain from the German Govern- 
ment a formula for the intervention of the four Powers in the interest of 
peace. But my German colleague questioned the Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs about the military preparations of England. 

Sir E. Grey replied that they were not of an offensive character, 
but that in the present state of affairs on the continent it was natural 
to take some precautions; that in England, as in France, there was a 
desire to maintain peace, and that if in England, as in France, defensive 
measures were under consideration, it was not with the object of making 
any aggression. 

The information which your excellency has addressed to me on the 
subject of the military measures taken by Germany on the French 
frontier gave me the opportunity of remarking to Sir E. Grey that it is 
no longer a question of a conflict of influence between Russia and 
Austria-Hungary, but that there is a risk of an act of aggression which 
might provoke general war. 
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Sir E. Grey understood my feelings perfectly, and he thinks, as I do, 
that the moment has come to consider and discuss together every 
hypothesis. 

Paul Cambon. 



No. 109. 



M . Jules Cambon, French Ambassador at Berlin, to M. Rene Viviani, 
President of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs 

Berlin, July 80, 1914. 

In the interview which I had to-day with the Secretary of State, I 
asked Herr von Jagow what reply he had made to Sir E. Grey, who had 
asked him to draw up himself the formula for the intervention of the 
disinterested Powers. 

He answered that "to gain time," he had decided to act directly, 
and that he had asked Austria to tell him the ground on which conver- 
sations might be opened with her. This answer has the effect, under a 
pretext of proceeding more quickly, of eliminating England, France and 
Italy, and of entrusting to Herr von Tschirscky, whose Pan-German and 
Russophobe sentiments are well known, the duty of persuading Austria 
to adopt a conciliatory attitude. 

Herr von Jagow then spoke to me of the Russian mobilization on 
the Austrian frontier; he told me that this mobilization compromised 
the success of all intervention with Austria, and that everything de- 
pended on it. He added that he feared that Austria would mobilize 
completely as a result of a partial Russian mobilization, and this might 
cause as a counter-measure complete Russian mobilization and conse- 
quently that of Germany. 

I pointed out to the Secretary of State that he had himself told me 
that Germany would only consider herself obliged to mobilize if Russia 
mobilized on her German frontiers, and that this was not being done. 
He replied that this was true, but that the heads of the army were in- 
sisting on it, for every delay is a loss of strength for the German army, 
and "that the words of which I reminded him did not constitute a firm 
engagement on his part." 

The impression which I received from this conversation is that the 
chances of peace have again decreased. 

Jules Cambon. 
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No. 110. 

M. Paul Cambon, French Ambassador at London, to M. Rene Viviani, 
President of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs 

London, July 81, 191 4. 

At the beginning of our conversation to-day Sir E. Grey told me that 
Prince Lichnowsky had asked him this morning if England would 
observe neutrality in the conflict which is at hand. The Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs replied that, if the conflict became general, 
England would not be able to remain neutral, and especially that if 
France were involved England would be drawn in. 

I then asked Sir E. Grey concerning the Cabinet Council which took 
place this morning. He replied that after having examined the situa- 
tion, the Cabinet had thought that for the moment the British Govern- 
ment were unable to guarantee to us their intervention, that they 
intended to take steps to obtain from Germany and France an under- 
standing to respect Belgian neutrality, but that before considering 
intervention it was necessary to wait for the situation to develop. 

I asked Sir E. Grey if, before intervening, the British Government 
would await the invasion of French territory. I insisted on the fact 
that the measures already taken on our frontier by Germany showed 
an intention to attack in the near future, and that, if a renewal of the 
mistake of Europe in 1870 was to be avoided, England should consider 
at once the circumstances in which she would give France the help on 
which she relied. 

Sir E. Grey replied that the opinion of the Cabinet had only been 
formed on the situation at the moment, that the situation might be 
modified, and that in that case a meeting of the Cabinet would be called 
together at once in order to consider it. 

Sir A. Nicolson, whom I saw on leaving the room of the Secretary 
of State, told me that the Cabinet would meet again to-morrow, and 
confidentially gave me to understand that the Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs would be certain to renew the discussion. 

According to your instructions, I have taken the necessary steps to 
secure that the autograph letter which the President of the Republic 
has addressed to His Majesty the King of England should be given to 
the King this evening. This step, which will certainly be communicated 
to the Prime Minister to-morrow morning, will, I am sure, be taken 
into serious consideration by the British Cabinet. Paul Cambon. 
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No. 111. 

M. Mollard, French Minister at Luxemburg, to M. Rent Vim'ani, Presi- 
dent of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs 

Ltjxembtjbg, July 81, 1914. 

The Minister of State has just left the Legation, he has just told me 
that the Germans have closed the bridges over the Moselle at Schengen 
and at Remich with vehicles and the bridge at Wormeldange with 
ropes. The bridges at Wasserbillig and at D'Echternach over the 
Sure have not been closed, but the Germans no longer allow the export 
from Prussia of corn, cattle or motor cars. 

M. Eyschen requested me — and this was the real object of his visit — 
to ask you for an official declaration to the effect that France will, in 
case of war, respect the neutrality of Luxemburg. When I asked him 
if he had received a similar declaration from the German Government, 
he told me that he was going to the German Minister to get the same 
declaration. 

Postcript. — Up to the present no special measure has been taken by 
the Cabinet of Luxemburg. M. Eyschen has returned from the German 
Legation. He complained of the measures showing suspicion which 
were taken against a neutral neighbour. The Minister of State has 
asked the German Minister for an official declaration from his govern- 
ment undertaking to respect the neutrality. Herr von Buch is stated 
to have replied, "That is a matter of course, but it would be necessary 
for the French Government to give the same undertaking." 

MOLLABD. 



No. 112. 



M. Rene Viviani, President of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
to the French Ambassadors at London, St. Petersburgh, Berlin, 
Vienna, and Rome 

Paris, July 81, 1914. 
The British Ambassador has handed me a note from his government 
asking the French Government to support a proposal at St. Petersburgh 
for the peaceful solution of the Austro-Servian conflict. 

This note shows that the German Ambassador has informed Sir E. 
Grey of the intention of his government to try to exercise influence 
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on the Austro-Hungarian Government after the capture of Belgrade 
and the occupation of the districts bordering on the frontier, in order 
to obtain a promise not to advance further, while the Powers endeavored 
to secure that Servia should give sufficient satisfaction to Austria; the 
occupied territory would be evacuated as soon as she had received 
satisfaction. 

Sir E. Grey made this suggestion on the 29th July, and expressed 
the hope that military preparations would be suspended on all sides. 
Although the Russian Ambassador at London has informed the Secre- 
tary of State that he fears that the Russian condition (if Austria, recog- 
nizing that her conflict with Servia has assumed the character of a question 
of European interest, declares herself ready to eliminate from her ultimatum 
the points which endanger the principle of Servian sovereignty, Russia 
undertakes to stop all military preparations) cannot be modified, Sir E. 
Grey thinks that, if Austria stops her advance after the occupation 
of Belgrade, the Russian Government could agree to change their 
formula in the following way: 

That the Powers would examine how Servia should give complete 
satisfaction to Austria without endangering the sovereignty or inde- 
pendence of the Kingdom. In case Austria after occupying Belgrade 
and the neighboring Servian territory should declare herself ready, in 
the interests of Europe, to stop her advance and to discuss how an 
arrangement might be arrived at, Russia could also consent to the 
discussion and suspend her military preparations, provided that the 
other Powers acted in the same way. 

In accordance with the request of Sir E. Grey, the French Govern- 
ment joined in the English suggestion, and in the following terms asked 
their Ambassador at St. Petersburgh to try to obtain, without delay, 
the assent of the Russian Government: 

Please inform M. Sazonof urgently that the suggestion of Sir E. Grey appears to 
me to furnish a useful basis for conversation between the Powers, who are equally 
desirous of working for an honorable arrangement of the Austro-Servian conflict, 
and of averting in this manner the dangers which threaten general peace. 

The plan proposed by the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, by stopping the 
advance of the Austrian army and by entrusting to the Powers the duty of examining 
how Servia could give full satisfaction to Austria without endangering the sovereign 
rights and the independence of the Kingdom, by thus affording Russia a means of 
suspending all military preparations, while the other Powers are to act in the same 
way, is calculated equally to give satisfaction to Russia and to Austria and to provide 
for Servia an acceptable means of issue from the present difficulty. 
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I would ask you carefully to be guided by the foregoing considerations in earnestly 
pressing M. Sazonof to give his adherence without delay to the proposal of Sir E. 
Grey, of which he will have been himself informed. 

Rene Viviani. 



No. 113. 

M. PaUologue, French Ambassador at St. Petersburgh, to M. Rent Viviani, 
President of the Council, Minister of Foreign Affairs 

St. Petersburgh, July 31, 1914. 

The news of the bombardment of Belgrade during the night and 
morning of yesterday has provoked very deep feeling in Russia. One 
cannot understand the attitude of Austria, whose provocations since 
the beginning of the crisis have regularly followed Russia's attempts at 
conciliation and the satisfactory conversations exchanged between 
St. Petersburgh and Vienna. 

Nevertheless, desirous of leaving nothing undone in order to prove 
his sincere desire to safeguard peace, M. Sazonof informs me that he 
has modified his formula, as requested by the British Ambassador, in 
the following way: 

If Austria consents to stay the march of her troops on Servian territory, and if, 
recognizing that the Austro-Servian conflict has assumed the character of a question 
of European interest, she admits that the great Powers may examine the satisfac- 
tion which Servia can accord to the Austro-Hungarian Government, without injury 
to her sovereign rights as a State and to her independence, Russia undertakes to 
preserve her waiting attitude. 

Paleologue. 



No. 114. 

M . Rent Viviani, President of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
to the French Ambassadors at London, St. Petersburgh, Berlin, 
Vienna, Rome, and Constantinople. 

Paris, July 81, 1914. 
The efforts made up till now concurrently by England and Russia 
with the earnest support of France (obtained in advance for every 
peaceful effort) with the object of a direct understanding between 
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Vienna and St. Petersburgh, or of the mediation of the four Powers in 
the most appropriate form, are being united to-day; Russia, giving a 
fresh proof of her desire for an understanding, has hastened to reply 
to the first appearance of an overture made by Germany since the 
beginning of the crisis (as to the conditions on which Russia would stop 
her military preparations) by indicating a formula, and then modifying 
it in accordance with the request of England; there ought to be hope, 
therefore, negotiations having also been begun again between the Russian 
and Austrian Ambassadors, that English mediation will complete at 
London that which is being attempted by direct negotiations at Vienna 
and St. Petersburgh. 

Nevertheless, the constant attitude of Germany who, since the be- 
ginning of the conflict, while ceaselessly protesting to each Power her 
peaceful intentions, has actually, by her dilatory or negative attitude, 
caused the failure of all attempts at agreement, and has not ceased to 
encourage through her Ambassador the uncompromising attitude of 
Vienna; the German military preparations begun since the 25th July 
and subsequently continued without cessation; the immediate opposi- 
tion of Germany to the Russian formula, declared at Berlin inacceptable 
for Austria before that Power had even been consulted; in conclusion, 
all the impressions derived from Berlin bring conviction that Germany 
has sought to humiliate Russia, to disintegrate the Triple Entente, 
and if these results could not be obtained, to make war. 

Rene Viviani. 



No. 115. 

M . Dumaine, French Ambassador at Vienna, to M. Rent Viviani, Presi- 
dent of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs 

Vienna, July 81, 1914. 
General mobilization for all men from 19 to 42 years of age was 
declared by the Austro-Hungarian Government this morning at 1 
o'clock. 

My Russian colleague still thinks that this step is not entirely in 
contradiction to the declaration made yesterday by Count Berchtold. 

Dumaine. 
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No. 116. 

M. Jules Cambon, French Ambassador at Berlin, to M. Rene" Viviani, 
President of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs 

Berlin, July 81, 1914. 

Herr von Jagow sent for me and has just told me that he was very 
sorry to inform me that in the face of the total mobilization of the 
Russian army, Germany, in the interest of the security of the Empire, 
found herself obliged to take serious precautionary measures. What is 
called "Kriegsgefahrzustand" (the state of danger of war) has been 
declared, and this allows the authorities to proclaim, if they deem it 
expedient, a state of siege, to suspend some of the public services, and 
to close the frontier. 

At the same time a demand is being made at St. Petersburgh that 
they should demobilize, as well on the Austrian as on the German side, 
otherwise Germany would be obliged to mobilize on her side. Herr von 
Jagow told me that Herr von Schoen had been instructed to inform the 
French Government of the resolution of the Berlin Cabinet and to ask 
them what attitude they intended to adopt. 

Jules Cambon. 



No. 117. 

M. Rene" Viviani, President of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
to M. Paleologue, French Ambassador at St. Petersburgh 

Paris, July 81, 1914. 

The German Government decided at mid-day to take all military 
measures implied by the state called " state of danger of war." 

In communicating this decision to me at 7 o'clock this evening, 
Baron von Schoen added that the government required at the same 
time that Russia should demobilize. If the Russian Government has 
not given a satisfactory reply within twelve hours Germany will mobilize 
in her turn. 

I replied to the German Ambassador that I had no information at 
all about an alleged total mobilization of the Russian army and navy 
which the German Government invoked as the reason for the new 
military measures which they are taking to-day. 

Baron von Schoen finally asked me, in the name of his government, 
what the attitude of France would be in case of war between Germany 
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and Russia. He told me that he would come for my reply to-morrow 
(Saturday) at 1 o'clock. 

I have no intention of making any statement to him on this subject, 
and I shall confine myself to telling him that France will have regard 
to her interests. The Government of the Republic need not indeed 
give any account of her intentions except to her ally. 

I ask you to inform M. Sazonof of this immediately. As I have already 
told you, I have no doubt that the Imperial Government, in the highest 
interests of peace, will do everything on their part to avoid anything 
that might render inevitable or precipitate the crisis. 

Rene Viviani. 



No. 118. 

M. Paleologue, French Ambassador at St. Petersburgh, to M. Rent Viviani, 
President of Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs 

St. Petersburgh, July 81, 1914. 

As a result of the general mobilization of Austria and of the measures 
for mobilization taken secretly, but continuously, by Germany for the 
last six days, the order for the general mobilization of the Russian 
army has been given, Russia not being able, without most serious 
danger, to allow herself to be further out-distanced; really she is only 
taking military measures corresponding to those taken by Germany. 

For imperative reasons of strategy the Russian Government, know- 
ing that Germany was arming, could no longer delay the conversion 
of her partial mobilization into a general mobilization. 

Paleologue. 



No. 119. 

M. Klobukowski, French Minister at Brussels, to M. Rene Viviani, 
President of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs 

Brussels, July 31, 191 4. 

L'Agence Havas having announced that the state "of danger of war" 
had been declared in Germany, I told M. Davignon that I could assure 
him that the Government of the Republic would respect the neutrality 
of Belgium. 

The Minister for Foreign Affairs replied that the Government of 
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the King had always thought that this would be so, and thanked me. 
The Russian Minister and the British Minister, whom I saw subse- 
quently, appeared much pleased that in the circumstances I gave this 
assurance, which further, as the English Minister told me, was in accord- 
ance with the declaration of Sir E. Grey. 

Klobukowski. 



CHAPTER VI 



DECLARATION OF WAR BY GERMANY ON RUSSIA (SATURDAY, AUGUST 1, 
AT 7.10 P. M.) J AND ON FRANCE (MONDAY, AUGUST 3, AT 6.45 P. M.) 

NO. 120. 

M. 'Rent Viviani, President of the Council, Minister for Foreign Affairs, 

to the French Ambassadors at London, St. Petersburgh, Berlin, 

Vienna, Rome „ . . . ... , 

Paris, August 1, 1914. 

Two d-marches were made yesterday evening by the Austrian Am- 
bassadors — the one at Paris, which was rather vague, the other at 
St. Petersburgh, precise and conciliatory. 

Count Scezsen came to explain to me that the Austro-Hungarian 
Government had officially informed Russia that it had no territorial 
ambition, and would not touch the sovereignty of Servia; that it also 
repudiates any intention of occupying the Sandjak; but that these ex- 
planations of disinterestedness only retain their force if the war remains 
localized to Austria and Servia, as a European war would open out 
eventualities which it was impossible to foresee. The Austrian Ambas- 
sador, in commenting on these explanations, gave me to understand 
that if his government could not answer the questions of the Powers 
speaking in their own name, they would certainly answer Servia, or 
any single Power asking for these conditions in the name of Servia. 
He added that a step in this direction was perhaps still possible. 

At St. Petersburgh the Austrian Ambassador called on M. Sazonof 
and explained to him that his government was willing to begin a dis- 
cussion as to the basis of the ultimatum addressed to Servia. The 
Russian Minister declared himself satisfied with this declaration, and 
proposed that the pourparlers should take place in London with the 
participation of the Powers. M. Sazonof will have requested the Eng- 
lish Government to take the lead in the discussion; he pointed out 



